April 2017....my brothers [Byron took the photo and Jeff in glasses] took my mom to the birthday Party of Frank
Underwood, the dad of my little league football teammate turned Hollywood actor Blair Underwood.
My parents have been friends with Blair's parents since the 1970's. Mr Underwood and Blair's older brother
Frank came to and spoke at the rememberance service for my dad in 2013.

In the photo below, Floyd McKissick holding MLK's right hand was at that time, my dad's law partner at
McKissick and Burt. They did a lotta civil rights work and were the subject of articles in the New York Times and
a few Durham area newspapers.

My mom and dad in January 2005 [circled in the top photo].
Screen shots taken from CSPAN's live coverage in the auditorium of the Library Of Congress.....my dad's long-time friend's swearing-in
ceremony as the newly elected Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus [Mel Watt, rep North Carolina].
My dad was the first black lawyer in Alamance county, North Carolina, located a little more than 10 miles west of what is today called the
"Research Triangle" of North Carolina.
Mel Watt and my dad both did civil rights work in North Carolina where I was born.
Their mutual friend, Henry Frye administered the oath.
Henry Frye was the first black Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court as well as that court's first black Chief Justice.
Barack Obama was also in attendance, sitting on stage having just been elected to the U.S. Senate about 2 months earlier. My dad and Mel
Watt had both done much work on housing issues and as President Of The United States Mr Obama appointed Mel Watt in 2013 as Director
of the Federal Housing Finance Agency.
On April 21,1972 President Nixon signed Executive Order 11668 creating the National Center for Housing Management where my dad
served as interim coordinator of the organization's Resident Management Training Program.
He was also a Director of Special Programs at the Non-Profit Housing Center.....activities under special contract with the United States
Department of Housing & Urban Development [HUD].
And a Director of Professional Development at the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials [NAHRO] which had offices
in the Watergate building.
Those jobs moved us to Washington DC when I was about 7 years old, and couple years later we moved across the river into northern
Virginia where I grew up.

